Hepatitis B virus replication in hepatitis B and D coinfection.
The clinical course, changes in liver function tests and the behaviour of viral markers over the course of time have been examined in 45 patients with acute hepatitis B and 14 patients with acute hepatitis caused by B and D viruses coinfection. There were no significant differences either in the clinical course or in the liver function tests, in the two groups. The changes in serum viral markers were as follows: HBV-DNA was the first marker to disappear; this was closely followed by HBeAg, and HBsAg was the last marker to become negative, during convalescence. This pattern was not altered by Delta coinfection. When we quantified serum HBV-DNA in both groups of patients, we found that Delta virus infection led to parital inhibition of HBV replication, so that serum HBV-DNA levels were significantly lower in those patients with acute hepatitis B who were simultaneously infected with Delta virus.